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LXI. An Attempt to elucidate two Samnite 
Coins , never before fully explained. In 
a hotter to Mathew Maty, M. D. Sec. 
R. S.from the Rev. John Swmton, B.D. 
F. R. S. Cujlos Archivorum of the Uni- 
verfty of Oxford, Member of the Academy 
degli Apatifti at Florence, and of the 
Etrufcan Academy 0/" Cortona in Tufcany. 


I. 


Good Sir, 

Read Dec. 7 ,rp H E firft of the coins I propofe to 
1 JL confider here is a Samnite dena¬ 
rius (fee Tab. XVI. n. i.) of Papius Mutilus, pub- 
lifhed by Sig. Olivieri and M. Pellerin, with the word 
safinim on the reverfe, in Samnite-Etrufcan cha¬ 
racters ; an interpretation of which has, as I appre¬ 
hend, been ineffectually attempted by the Marquis 
Scipio Maffei, Sig. Olivieri, Sig. Avvocato Pafferi, 
and M. Pellerin. The other has the initial letter 
of the name of a town upon the reverfe, indicating 
the place where it was ftruck. For that Etrufcan 
7 coins 
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coins are fometimes adorned with the initial letters 
of the names of towns, is a point that will admit of no 
difpute amongftthe learned. No one will refufe his 
affent to this, who is apprized, that it has been 
allowed by Sig. (i) Olivieri and Sig. (2) Avvocato 
Pafferi, the two greateft proficients in Samnite, or 
Samnite-Etrufcan, literature that have hitherto ap¬ 
peared. What is now remarked has been alfo ob¬ 
served by Sig. Gori, in (3J the very valuable work 
here referred to. 

Thefe pieces, however, are of a fpecies different 
from that of the coins of PapiusMutilus, Tiberius Ve- 
turius,andNi.Luponius,of which I have largely treated 
in (4) fome of my former papers. The firft fpecies ap¬ 
pertains to cities, the other to the Samnite, or Italian, 
commanders, whofe names they bear, for the moft part, 
on the reverfe. Hence it feems, at firft fight, extremely 
probable, that the word safinim, on the reverfe of 
Papius Mutilus’s medal, now before me, cannot be 
equivalent to sabini, the sabines, or samnites, 
the samnites, as fome (5) of the moft celebrated 


(1) Una lettera del Sig. Olivier, al Sig. Abate liartbelemy , (Ac. 
p. 29. In Pefaro, 1757. 

(2) Jo. Baptift. Pailer. Pifaurenf. De Num.. Etrufc. Paflanor .. 
in Symb. Litterar. Vo!. II. p. 'jo, 31- Florentine, 1748. 

(3) Anton. Fiancif". Gor. Muf. Etrufc. Vol. II. p. 428. 
Tab. cxcvr. cxcvn. Florentiae, 1737. 

(4) Pbilofoph. Tran jail. Voi. LII. Par. i. p. 28—39. Vol. 

LVllI. p. 253— ibi. Sc alib. 

(3) Annil). degli Abati Olivier. DiJJertaz. fopr. alcun. 
Medagl. Sennit, in Sag. di Differtaz. Accademicb. (Ac. di Carton » 
Tom. IV. p. 142, 146. in Roma, 1741. Scip. MafF. ap. An- 
nib. degl. Abat. Olivier, ubi fup. Peller. Second Supplem, 
aux Rccueils des MedaiU. p. 1 —14. A Paris, 1766. 
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Etrufcan antiquaries of the prefent age have not 
fcrupled toaffert; but muft be taken, agreeably to the 
nature and genius of fuch coins, for the name of 
one of the Italian generals, who diftinguifhed himfelf 
in the Social war. 

In fupport of the former opinion, it has been al- 
ledged, that the Etrufcan plural mafculine termina¬ 
tion, at the time of the Social war, was im, the very 
fame (6) with the Hebrew; and that there is a moil 
peculiar and neceffary connection between the name 
safinim and the (7) fymbol on the reverfe, which 
accompanies it. But neither of thefe reafons, which 
have been offered, or at leafl fuppofed to be true, by 
two very great men (8), will be admitted by the learned. 
For that the Etrufcan plural mafculine termination 
was not the fame with the Hebrew, and confequently 
im, in any of the cafes, but at leafl fimilar to the 
Latin, if not the very fame with it, in the later 
ages, of which that of the Social war was one, is 
clearly evinced by the Etrufcan coins, with the 
words (9) icvfini, icvvini, or evgvbini, (10) 
tianvr, teanvr, or teanor, upon them, to omit 
other inflances of the fame kind, that might, with 
equal facility, be produced. And that the fym- 


(6) Scip. Maff. ubi fup. M. Peller. ubi fup. p. n, 12* 13. 

(7) Peller. ubi fup. p. 5, 11, 12, 13, 14. 

(8) Scip. Maff. & Peller. ubi fup. 

(9) Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf, Etrufc . Vol. II. p. 422. 
Florentiae, 1737. 

(10) Nurntfm . Antiq . &c, Thom. Pembroch. et Mont. Go- 
meric. Com. P. 2. T. 88. n. 3. Philofoph . Trcmfaft . Vol. LII. 
Par. i. p. 37. 
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bol on the reverfe of the medal I am now upon has 
no neceflary or immediate connexion with the word 
safinim, attending it, is, I conceive, plain from 
hence, that this very fymbol appears on the reverfes 
of two other Samnite coins, one of the Veturian, the 
other of the Luponian family, by (u) me heretofore 
explained, with the names of two Italian generals 
upon them. From whence, by parity of reafon, 
and analogy, it will likewife farther follow, that 
the word on the piece now before me may be 
fairly prefumed to be the name of a Samnite, or 
Italian, commander, famous for his bravery, and 
laudable conduct, in the Social war. This, I fay, 
feems extremely probable, not only from the nature 
and genius of the coin itfelf, but likewife from the 
fimilarity and analogy it bears to other (12) coins, 
with the names of Italian captains molt evidently 
upon them, attended by the fame fymbol that occurs 
on the medal which is the objeCl of my attention 
here. But the truth of what is here advanced will, as 
I apprehend, even to demonftration, appear, if we 
confider, with proper attention, the legend on the 
reverfe of a Roman denarius (fee Tab. XVIII. n.2, 3.) 
of the Servilian family, in conjunction with that on 
the reverfe of a Samnite coin of Papius Mutilus, to 
whom appertains the piece I am now endeavouring 
to throw fome light upon. The two firft of thefe 

(11) Philofoph. Tranfail, Vol. LVIII. p. 253—26c. & Vol. 
LII. Par. I. p. 28-39. 

(12) Sag, di Differtaz. Accademich. d't Corton. Tom. II. 
Differtaz. 2• & Tom. IV. Differtaz. 4. p. 133 —149. Phi- 
lofoph. Tran fail, Vol. LII. Par. i. p. 28—39. U Vol. LI. P. ii. 
p. 853—865. 
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medals are fo perfectly (i 3) fimilar, that were not 
the characters with which they are adorned different, 
and the caps or helmets worn by two Caftors vifible 
only on one of them, they might abfolutely be con¬ 
sidered as duplicates of the fame coin (fee Tab. 
XVI. n. 2, 3.). Now the Roman denarius has 
preferved the legend serveilim on the reverfe, 
and the Samnite one 1 propofe to elucidate here the 
infcription safinim likewife on the reverfe, in 
Samnite, or Samnite-Etrufcan, letters. As there¬ 
fore serveilim is apparently equivalent to ser- 
veili m., serveilivs marci, or, in the Ro¬ 
man Ryle, serveilivs marci filivs ; the legend 
safinim may be confidered as equivalent to safini 
m., or safinivs marci, which, in the Samnite 
mode of expreflion (14), anfwers to the Latin, or 
Roman, safini m. f. that is safinivs marci fi¬ 
livs. Wherefore it undoubtedly pointed at one of 
the Italian heroes, famous for his conduct and bravery 
in the war carried on, towards the decline of the Se¬ 
venth century of Rome, by the confederated Italian 
Rates, againR the Romans. 

That my interpretation of the legend on the reverfe 
of the Roman denarius is agreeable to truth, we learn 
from the legend on the reverfe of a Similar denarius of 
the Servilian family (fee Tab. XVIII, n. 4.), now in 
my fmall collection, which is formed of the letters 
p. servilim f., that is p.servilivs marci filivs. 
Whence, in conjunction with the Samnite denarius 


(13) Sag. d't DiJJertaz. Accademlcb . di Corton. Tom. IV. 
Diflert. 4. p. 133,134. In Roma, 1743. 

(14) Philofoph.Tranfaft. Vol. LII. P. i. p. 35. 
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(feeTAB. XVII. 11.2,3.), we may infer, that the word 
denoting son, amongft the Samnites, was abforbed in 
the genitive cafe of the father’s name, after the man¬ 
ner of the Greeks, as I (15) formerly fuppofed} and 
that, in this particular, they were even fometimes 
(16) imitated by the Romans (fee Tab. XVIII. n. 3.) 

With regard to the Safinian family, I fhall beg 
leave to obferve, that it was a family of pretty con- 
fiderable note. We are told by(i7)Sig. Olivieri, 
that C. Safinius had a hand in the feditions of L. Apu- 
leius, which fo much difturbed the repofe of the 
republic, about the middle of the feventh century of 
Rome. The names of feveral members of this 
family occur in fome of the Latin, or Roman, in- 
fcriptions, publilhed by (18) Gruter and (19) Mura- 
tori, to omit what has been faid on the fame fubjedt 
by other writers. Sig. Olivieri (20) fuppofes the 
Safinian family might not improbably have been of 
a Samnite origin, and the interpretation of the 
word safinim given here feems to add no fmall 
weight to fuch a fuppofition. Nay, we learn from 
(21) fome of the above mentioned infcriptions, that 

(15) Philofoph. Tranfatt, ubi fup. & not. (21). 

(16) Sag. di Dijfertaz. Accademich. di Carton, ubi fup. 

(17) Sag. di Dijfertaz. Accad. di Carton. Tom. IV. p. 144. 

(18) Jan. Gruter. Carp. Infcript. ex Recenf. et cum Not. Jo - 
amis Georgii Gravii. ccclxxxvi. 4. cmliii. 5. mlxxv. 2. & 
mxch. 7. 

(19) Lud. Ant. Murator. Nov. Tbefaur. Veter. Infcript. Stc. 
CCCIX. 3. MDXCIX. 6. MDCCXLIX. 2 . & DCCCXLIX. 2. Vid» 

etiam lnd. Univerf. ClafT. XVII. Mediolani, 1742. 

(20) Sag. di Dijfertaz. Accademich. di Carton. Tom. IV. 
p. 146. 

(21) Jan. Gruter. ubi fup. cmliii. e. Lud, Ant. Murator, 
mdccxlix. 2. & lnd. Univerf ClalT. XVII. 


m. or 



[ 438 ] 

m. or mah cvs, was a prenomen ufed by certain- 
members of this family, which may be confidered 
as an additional proof of the truth of what has been 
here advanced. It is true, we meet with no com¬ 
mander of this name in the hiftory of the Social war. 
But then it is as true, that we have very little relative 
to this war handed down to us by the Roman hifto- 
rians. As the war of the Allies was exceeding 
bloody, and continued near four years; we may rea- 
fonably prefume many of the Italian generals and 
principal officers to have been cut off in the courfe 
of it, and to have been fucceeded by others, feveral 
of whofe names have not been mentioned by thofe 
writers who have only juft touched upon that war. 
Had the hiftories of the Social war written by Cor¬ 
nelius Sifenna, L. Lucceius, and others, whofe works, 
excepting a very few fmall fragments, are now en¬ 
tirely loft, efcaped the ravages of time, we might per¬ 
haps have met there at leaft with the name of this 
general, if not fome account of his exploits in that 
war. But as the matter now ftands, we mull; be folely 
obliged to the very valuable denarius I have been con- 
fidering, which has preferved the name of a family 
not hitherto obferved on antient coins, for the prefer- 
vation of his memory, through fuch a feries of ages 
as has elapfed between the commencement of the 
Social war and the prefent time. 

I muft not forget to remark, that the fmall (22) 
point between the two laft letters of the word 
safinim, on the coin, feems to divide the five pre¬ 
ceding elements from the laft letter m, and to an- 

(22) Sag. dl Dijfertaz. Accademich. di Corton. Tom. IV 
P- J 33 > * 39 - 
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nounce m the initial letter of the prenomen of our (23) 
Safinii’s, or Safinius’s, father, I would rather account 
for the fmall point here mentioned in this manner 
than fuppofe it an accent, as Sig. (24) Olivieri does, 
lince we find fomething flmilar to this on (25) Pa- 
pius Mutilus’s coins j fuch a point being clearly viflble 
(26) there, between the element c, the initial letter 
of the prenomen of Mutilus’s father and the word 
Paapi, that general’s name. This obfervation will, 
perhaps, be allowed to bring no fmall acceflion of 
ftrength to the interpretation of the word safinim 
here laid down, and, in its turn, to receive no incon- 
fiderable fupport from that interpretation. 

After maturely weighing the reafons above alledged, 
I would flatter myfelf, that the Royal Society will 
adopt the preceding interpretation, as much eafier, 
more Ample and natural, and even more confonant to 
the genius of fuch Samnite coins as that here ex¬ 
plained, than any of thofe different (27) ones that have 
hitherto appeared, though propofed by four of the 
greateft (28) antiquaries this age, or indeed any other 
age, has produced. To that moll illuftrious body, 
therefore, I beg leave to fubmit, with the utmoft de- 

(23) Pkilofoph . Tranfadf . Vol. LII. P. i. Tab. I. fig. i. 
P- 34 > 35 - 

(24) Sag . di Dijfertaz . Accademich . di Corton . ubi fup. p, 139. 

(.25) Philofoph . Tranfaft. Vol. LII. P. i. Tab. I. p> 28. 

Sag. di Dijfertaz . di Corton . ubi fup. 

(26) Philofoph . TranfadU Sc Sag, di Dijfertaz , di Corton . ubi fup . 

P- * 33 - 

(27) Scip. Maff. ap. Annib. degl, Abat. Olivier, in Sag . di 
Dijfertaz . di Corton . Tom. IV. p. 142, 146, 147. Jo. Bapt. 
Paffer, ibid. Olivier* ibid. Peller, ubi fup. p. 11, 12, 13. 

(28) Iidem ibid. 
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ference, what has been here advanced; as well know¬ 
ing, that their determination of the point in queftion 
will be received as decifive by the whole learned 
world. 

II. 

I find in M. Pellerin’s third Supplement, pub¬ 
lished in the year 1767,3 denarius (fee Tab. XVIII. 
n. 6.}, attributed by that very learned and ingenious 
gentleman to the city of Corfinium (29), the capital 
of the Peligni, where the deputies aflembled, in order 
to regulate the operations of the war entered upon 
againfl; the Romans, by the confederated Italian 
Rates, towards the decline of the feventh cen¬ 
tury of Rome. This notion, which, I believe, 
will not be contefted by the learned, he founds 
upon the appearance of the letter c (30) on 

(29) Peller. Troifieme Supplement aux fix volumes de recueils dee 
medailles de rois, de viiles, &c. publ/es en 1762, 1763, & 1764, 
a Paris, 1767. p. 78—81. PJ. III. p. 90. 

(30) Peller. ubi fup. That Etrufcan coins are fometimes 
adorned with the initial letters of the names of towns, is a point 
that will be allowed by every one moderately verfed in this 
branch of literature. I have one of thefe, with the Etrufcan 
letter 7 (fee Tab. XVIII. n. 7.), and the uncial mark, or Angle 
globule, upon it. On one fide it exhibits an anchor, and 
on the reverfe a wheel. I received this piece from an Ita¬ 
lian gentleman, and have fome reafon to believe it might have 
been found in Tufcany. As therefore the anchor indicates 
it to have been ftruck in a maritime town, it may perhaps 
not improperly be attributed to Cofa, or Cofla, an antient 
and. famous city of Etruria, feated near Telamon and Popu- 
Ionia, at a fmall oiftance from the fea, according to Strabo.. 
This appears, the more probable, as Etrufcan coins of Telamon 
and Populonia have been actually di('covered, and communicated 
to the learned world. Anton. Francifc. Gor. Muf Etrufc. Vo!.. 
II. p.428. Tab. cxcvi, cxcvxi. Florentine, 1.737. Unit Let - 
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the reverie j which he takes, with great reafon, to 
be the initial letter of the word Corfinium, the name 
of that town. The coin of which I now fend you 
a Ihort account (fee Tab. XVIII. n. 5 ) agrees with 
that denarius in every particular, but the letter on 
the reverfe; which is e, not c. But this is fo 
far from overturning M. Pellerin’s notion, that it will, 
at lead in my opinion, ftrongly fupport, if not en¬ 
tirely confirm, it? which will; if I am not.greatly 
miftaken, from what immediately follows, more 
clearly appear. 

That thefe coins, and others fimilar to them, firft 
appeared about the time of the Social war, mult 
be allowed extremely probable, from the fymbols on 
the (31) reverfe which moll of them exhibit, and 
has been obferved by one of the greateft 
Etrufcan (32) antiquaries of the prefent age. The 
letter E, on the reverfe of my denarius, has a 
Samnite, Samnite-Etrufcan,. or oriental, diredion, 
from the right hand to the left; which will, 
I conceive, notwithftanding the Roman letters in the 
exergue, fufficiently announce it a Samnite, or Sam¬ 
nite-Etrufcan, coin. This alfo will, In fome mea- 
fure, be evinced by the charader itfelf} which 
more refembles the antient Etrufcan form of e, than 


tera del Sig. Olivier, al Sig. Abate Bartbelemy, &c. p. 41,42,43. 
Tab. IV. n. 3,4. In Pefaro, 1757. Sig. Canonic. Mazocch. 
fopra 1 'Origin, de’ Tirren. Tab. II. n. 15, 16. in Sag. di DiJJertaz. 
Accademicb. di Corton. Tom. III. p. 61, 62. In Roma, 1741. 
Strab. Geogr. L. V. p. 156. 

(31) DiJJertaz. di Annibale deg]i Abati Olivieri fopra due me- 
dfiglie Sannitiche in Sag. di differtaz. Accademicb. pub. let. nel . 
ttobil. Accadem. Etrufc . dell' antichijf. cit. di Cortona. Tom. II, 
p. 57. In Roma, 1738. 

(32) Annib. deg). Abat. Olivieri, ubi fup, 
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the later Roman, or Latin, figure of that element. 
Now the old name of the city, to which both the 
medals here mentioned may, as I apprehend, be af- 
figned, was Corfinium, and the new one, given it by 
the confederated Italian Rates, Italica, as we learn 
from (33) Strabo. As the Samnites therefore and 
old Romans are known to have ufed b fometimes for 
1, the element e, on the reverie of my medal, may 
very well be fuppofed to have been the initial letter 
of the word Etalica, for Italica, the new name men¬ 
tioned by Strabo (34). That the Samnites fometimes 
ufed E for I, we may infer from the word embratvr, 
for 1 m per A tor (35), on fome of Papius Mu- 
tilus’s Samnite coins, to omit others that might, with 
equal facility, be produced; and that the antient 
Romans likewife did, not infrequently, the fame 
thing, from the authors(36) here referred to, is in- 
difputably clear. From whence we may, as I ap¬ 
prehend, fairly colled:, that M. Pellerin’s denarius 
was ftruck about the time the league was formed, or 
concluded, in commemoration of it 5 and mine after 
the commencement of the war, which was the imme¬ 
diate confequence of that league. From what has been 
remarked, it is abundantly clear, that the pieces 
here mentioned not only receive a confiderable (hare of 
light from Strabo, but likewife evidently fupport, 
in the point before us, the authority of that cele¬ 
brated antient writer. Farther, as neither of thefe 

(33) Strab. Geograph, lib. V. p. 241. Lutetise Parifior. 1620. 

(34) Strab. ubi fup. 

( 35 ) Annib. degU Abat. Olivieri} ubi fup. p. 6i» 

(36) Cic. de Oral. lib. III. c. 12.. Varro de Ling. Latin, lib. V. 
Quintilian, lib. V. c. 6. Aul. Gell. Noil. Attic . lib. X. c. 24. 
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pieces was ever published, I believe, before the pub¬ 
lication of M. Pellerin’s third Supplement, they 
ought both to pafs for a fort ot inedited coins; and, as 
fuch, will have a place afligned them in the cabinet 9 
of the great, the curious-, and the learned j which will, 
I hope, be deemed a fufficient apology for the trouble 
given, in the latter part of this paper, by, 

Good Sir, 

Your moft obliged, 

and moft obedient. 


Chrift-Church, Oxon. 
July 1769. 


humble fervant, 

John Swinton, 
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